
  
 

         INDIAN INSIGHTS  

  Saturday 6th March to Wednesday 31st March 2010  
 
Insights into India. Indian Insights features comprehensive and wide ranging 
experiences from bustling metropolises to quieter corners, mountains, riverine 
landscapes and majestic monuments and buildings.  
 
There!s tea and spice plantations, ancient arts, tigers and elephants. Travelling by a 
combination of express trains, specially chartered trains, chartered coach and a 
chartered river boat. Guided touring of the length and breadth of India with its 
diversity of cultures, cuisine, history, architecture, industries and scenery. We travel 
on 3 specially chartered mountain trains to Darjeeling, Shimla and Coonoor, all built 
for the British to travel to their ÒHill StationsÓ. Indian Insights visits big cities: Delhi and 
Kolkata (Calcutta), small villages, has safaris at Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, visits 
Periyar Wildlife Reserve and the World Heritage Taj Mahal. We have guided city 
tours, a sunset cruise at Cochin, a martial arts exposition, spice plantation tour and 
time to experience Ayurveda and the languid backwaters of Kerala. 
 
The tour is fully escorted. We stay at first class hotels and include all meals, entrance 
fees and have our own local guides. Come and discover Amazing India. 

DAY 1  Saturday 6th March  Sydney to Kolkata (previously Calcutta) 

Midday Singapore Airlines flight from 
Sydney to Kolkata via Singapore. 
Late evening arrival at Kolkata where 
we are transferred to the Hindustan 
International Hotel which has recently 
been fully renovated. This is one of 
India!s largest metropolises with a 
special penchant for fostering arts 
and literature. In colonial times this 
was once the seat of administrative 
power. Today it is the capital of West 
Bengal state. We stay 2 nights at the 
Hindustan International Hotel. 

Hooghly River, Kolkata 



DAY 2  Sunday 7th March    Kolkata 

 

 

Today we tour Kolkata, India!s second largest metropolis and founding city of the 
British Colony. We commence our touring with a specially chartered tram ride 
through the streets of this bustling Bengali city then join our coach to visit the Victoria 
Memorial and the site of the Black Hole of Calcutta. After lunch we visit the 
Rabindrinathe Tagore Institute which celebrates the work of this famous Indian poet 
and Nobel Laureate who lived in Kolkata. Late this afternoon we have a chartered 
cruise on the Hooghly River and see the strategic Howrah Bridge reputed to be the 
world!s busiest bridge by pedestrian numbers. 
 
 
DAY 3  Monday 8th March     Kolkata to Siliguri 

We transfer to the airport for a midday flight to Siliguri, 1hr flight north of Kolkata and 
at the foothills of the mighty Himalayan Ranges. Early afternoon arrival at our hotel 
where you can relax. 
 
 

DAY 4  Tuesday 9th March     Siliguri to Darjeeling  

Today we experience the travelling 
style of the British Raj who built the 
Darjeeling Himalaya Railway (DHR) to 
escape the summer heat of the plains. 
Their respite was at Darjeeling, 2300 
metres in elevation and within sight of 
the mighty peaks of Kanchenjunga 
and Everest. We board our specially 
arranged charter train hauled by a 
1890!s vintage B class steam 
locomotive. The carriages we have 
been promised include the only dining 
car on the DHR. It will be 
accompanied by a carriage with 16 

seats and the Heritage lounge car is also promised to be included in a three carriage 
train. (all subject to operational availability). Both breakfast and lunch will be served 
in the dining car as we climb to Darjeeling. Its 80kms of torturous track with 5 zig 
zags and 3 complete loops. We stay 2 nights at the heritage Windamere Hotel set on 
15 acres of gardens overlooking Darjeeling. 
 

 



DAY 5  Wednesday 10th March   Darjeeling  

Sunrise tour to Tiger Hill. Depending 
on the weather three of the highest 
Himalayan peaks will be visible 
including Kachenjunga and Everest. 
We return to the Windamere for a 
full, cooked English style breakfast 
and later tour the Darjeeling area 
including the Tibetan Refugee 
Centre, Himalayan Mountain 
Climbing Institute and a tea 
plantation. Some of the world!s best 
tea is grown in the Darjeeling area. 
The DHR Club headquarters are 
located within the grounds of the 

Windamere and as travellers who will have made the journey to Darjeeling by train 
you may be invited to become a member of this auspicious club.  
 
 
 
DAY 6  Thursday 11th March  Darjeeling to Delhi  

Morning 3 hour transfer by chartered coach to Bagdogra airport where we board out 
flight to Delhi. A late afternoon arrival at Delhi.   
 

 

DAY 7  Friday 12th March     Delhi to Chandigarh 

After breakfast we commence our  tour of the sights of Delhi. Old Delhi was the 
capital of Moslem India between the 17th and 19th centuries and New Delhi was 
founded as the British Imperial capital and is the current capital and seat of the 
National Parliament. In Old Delhi we visit the Red Fort, Jama Masjd, Raj Ghat and 
have lunch at a local restaurant. During our afternoon sightseeing tour of Delhi we 
will visit Qutab Minar, Birla Temple, Bahai Temple. After the tour we will be 
transferred to Delhi railway station to board the Shatabdi Express train to Chandigarh 
This is one of Indian Railways crack expresses and whisks us to Chandigarh while 
we are served dinner at our executive class seats departing at 5.25pm and arriving 
Chandigarh at about 8.45pm 
 

 



DAY 8  Saturday 13th March   Chandigarh to Shimla  

We transfer by coach to Kalka to board our chartered 
railmotor for the trip on the narrow gauge railway to 
Shimla. This 96km World Heritage Listed railway was 
opened in 1903 by the British for access to their 
summer capital at Shimla. Lunch will be served 
enroute. Shimla is set in a panoramic location at an 
elevation of 2130 metres on a crescent shaped ridge. 
The famous Mall runs along the ridge and is lined 
with distinctive English lined houses and along with 
the Viceroy Lodge and Christ Church is a vestige of 
colonial times. 

Shimla Railmotor 
 
  
 

DAY 9  Sunday 14th March   Shimla to Chandigarh 

 

Morning tour of Shimla, now the  
capital of Himachal Pradesh. 
Shimla retains its colonial heritage 
with grand old buildings, among 
them the stately Vice Regal 
Lodge, charming iron lamp posts 
and Anglo-Saxon names. The 
Mall, packed with shops and 
eateries, is the centre of attraction 
of the town including the old 
parliament buildings. After lunch 
we travel by coach to Chandigarh  
where we have a tour of this 
unusual city designed by          
Frenchman M.Le Corbusier. It has 
the distinction of being one of 
India!s few planned cities. 

 

 
 

DAY 10  Monday 15th March    Chandigarh to Jaipur 

Departure this morning by 6.55am Shatabdi Express for Delhi with breakfast served 
on board. On arrival at Delhi we board our airconditioned coach for the 5 hour 
journey to the Rajastani capital city of. Jaipur. It was founded in 1727 by Maharaja 
Sawai Jai Singh II, a Kachwaha Rajput, who ruled from 1699-1744. Initially his capital 
was at Amber which lies at a distance of 11 km from Jaipur. The construction of the 
city started in 1727. In 1853, when the Prince of Wales visited Jaipur, the whole city 
was painted pink to welcome him. Today, avenues remain painted in pink, providing 
a distinctive appearance to the city. 
 
 
 



 
 
DAY 11  Tuesday 16th March   Jaipur 
 

 
 
City tour of Jaipur including a 
visit to Amber Fort with an 
entrance by elephant. Then to 
the market, City Palace and 
Hawa Mahal (Palace of the 
Winds) as well as Jantar Mantar 
Ð a remarkable observatory 
begun by Jai Singh, a prominent 
astronomer in 1728.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
DAY 12  Wednesday 17th March  Jaipur to Ranthambore 

Morning travel to Ranthambore National Park Ð a 1334 km2 jungle clad park reputed 
to be the best place in India to have a chance of seeing a wild tiger. Late afternoon 
we have jeep safaris into the Reserve to search for the elusive tigers. 
 
 
DAY 13  Thursday 18th March   Ranthambore  

 
Morning and afternoon jeep safaris. 
Lunch will be at our hotel with ample 
time to relax between safaris. 
Ranthambore National Park is located 
in the eastern part of Rajasthan, 
nestled between the Aravali and 
Vindhya mountain ranges. The park 
was once the hunting ground of the 
Maharajas of Jaipur. Ranthambore 
National Park is one of the best tiger 
reserves in India. and has the largest 
and most diverse collection of wildlife 
species in India. The Sanctuary has a 
great variety of  flora and fauna. 

 

 

DAY 14  Friday 19th March    Ranthambore to Agra 

Full day travelling by coach to Agra. We visit the magnificent Mughal era city of 
Fatehpur Sikri which has now been restored to its former glory. Between 1571 and 
1585 it was the capital of the Mughal empire but was abandoned due to a chronic 
shortage of water. 



DAY 15  Saturday 20th March   Agra  

The world!s most recognisable 
monument to love Ð the incomparable 
Taj Mahal. In 1631, Shah Jahan, 
emperor during the Mughal empire's 
period of greatest prosperity, was 
grief stricken at the death of his wife, 
Mumtaz Mahal, who died during the 
birth of their fourteenth child. 
Construction of the Taj Mahal began 
in 1632 was completed in 1653. We 
also visit the Red Fort where Shah 
Jahan was imprisoned and a stone 
inlay workshop. We have a second 
visit to the Taj Mahal at sunset to see 
the different hues wrought on the            
white marble as the suns fades.  

 

  

DAY 16  Sunday 21st March             Agra to Coimbatore  

Morning by chartered coach to Delhi then fly to Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu state for 
overnight. This is the commencement the southern India section of our tour.  
 
 
DAY 17  Monday 22nd March   Coimbatore to Conoor 

Transfer to Mettpalayam to join 
our chartered steam hauled train 
on the Nilgiri Mountian Railway to 
Coonoor Ð in the Nilgiri Hills. 
Along with Ooty, Coonoor was a 
former British Hill Station. Both 
towns are linked to the plains via 
the Nilgiri Hill Railway which is 
the only rack railway in India. We 
stay 2 nights at the restored 
heritage Gateway Hotel. 
 

 

 

DAY 18  Tuesday 23rd March   Coonoor 

Coonoor is set in the Nilgiri Hills at an altitude of 1850 metres. Our hotel, the 
Gateway is a colonial era establishment set atop a ridge overlooking picturesque 
Coonoor. This morning we have a tour of Coonoor including to the nearby lookout of 
Lamb!s Rock. Afternoon free to relax or to further explore the village. 

DAY 19  Wednesday 24th March   Coonoor to Munnar 

Today is a full day travelling from Coonoor in Tamil Nadu state to Munnar in the 
highlands of Kerala. Enroute we traverse the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary which is 
located in a rain shadow of the spectacular Western Ghats mountains and provides a 
dramatic contrast in scenery as we climb to Munnar through Sandalwood forests and  
tea plantations. Chinnar is home to elephants, giant grizzled squirrels and panthers. 



DAY 20  Thursday 25th March   Munnar to Periyar 

Morning travel to Periyar, one of South India!s most fascinating wildlife sanctuaries 
and the most likely place to see wild elephants. Enroute we visit a tea factory to see 
first hand the production processes of this area!s main industry. On arrival check into 
the Spice Village Hotel set in glorious grounds and a true respite. This afternoon we 
join a guided walking tour through a spice plantation and an elephant ride. Early 
evening we attend an exposition of the Keralan martial art form called Kalaripayattu. 
We stay 2 nights at the Spice Village Hotel set in peaceful gardens. 

 

DAY 21  Friday 26th March   Periyar   

This morning we have a guided walk in Periyar Reserve with a naturalist guide and a 
late afternoon lake cruise where we hope to see some of the wild elephants which 
live in the Periyar Reserve. 
 
  
DAY 22  Saturday 27th March   Periyar to Kumarakom  

After breakfast we proceed to Kumarakom by coach. Early afternoon arrival at 
Kumarakom where we transfer by boat to the Coconut Lagoon Hotel located on an 
island in a magnificent setting.  
 

 

DAY 23  Sunday 28th March    Kumarakom to Alleppey 

Late morning we board a chartered houseboat for our overnight cruise on the unique 
backwaters of Kerala. Houseboats are converted kettavaloms or rice barges.  We 
cruise silently through a network of lakes, lagoons and canals, past paddy fields and 
coconut palms to glimpse rural life on the backwaters.. This is an area of estuaries 
stretching hundreds of kilometres along the eastern coast of Kerala. The design of 
our kettavaloms follows the traditional design of the rice barges of Kerala but with 
modern amenities and environmentally responsible practices.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DAY 24  Monday 29th  March   Alleppey to Cochin  

After breakfast on board we disembark at Alleppey and board our coach for Cochin. 
Cochin has been influenced by many sea faring peoples including the Portuguese, 
Arabs, Dutch and British and today bears witness to these influences through many 
styles of architecture and religions. We have lunch at our hotel - the magnificently 
appointed and situated Brunton Boatyard Hotel. Then a guided city tour of Cochin 
visiting the Dutch Palace, St. Francis church, the Jewish Synagogue, the Chinese 
fishing nets which were introduced by Chinese Traders from the court of Kublai Khan 
and which remain in daily use.   
 

 
We take a sunset cruise on Cochin Harbour and then attend a performance of the 
Kathakali Dance Ð a dramatic 400-year old Keralan art form that depicts sequences 
from Indian religious epics. 
 
 
DAY 25  Tuesday 30th March    Cochin to Sydney  

A relaxed morning before check out from our hotel at 11am then tour to a typical 
Keralan village where we witness demonstrations of coir making and handcrafts. A 
visit to a hand loom enterprise is also planned. Late afternoon we transfer to the 
Lotus Hotel opposite the Cochin Airport where we have rooms reserved for you to 
refresh and relax until our departure. After dinner we transfer to the airport for our 
flight leaving at 11.45pm. 

 
 

DAY 26  Wednesday 31st March   arrive Sydney   
We change planes in Singapore and arrive Sydney at 8.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
General Information 

 

Cost     

The cost of this tour is $12,375 (AUD) 
 
The cost includes: 

1. economy class air travel Sydney to Kolkata and return from Cochin to 
Sydney. 

             business class is available on international flights for a supplement of $4445  
2. all Indian domestic air travel as specified in the itinerary in economy class 
3. chartered air conditioned coach for all road transport and transfers  
4. private chartered trains on the Darjeeling, Shimla and Nilgiri lines 
5. private chartered tram in Kolkata 
6. private chartered cruise on the Hooghly River 
7. AC class seats on Shatabdi Express trains; Delhi to Chandigarh & return 
8. accommodation on a twin share basis in 4 star hotels for 24 nights and day 

use of airport hotel on day 25.  
9. all sightseeing excursions, guided touring and entrance fees to all places 

specified included in the itinerary 
10. all meals 
11. all taxes and charges 
12. porterage of luggage  
13. all gratuities  
14. services of Insights Tours! escort throughout the tour 

 
 
The additional costs are: drinks, cost of visa, travel insurance and items of a personal 
nature. 
 
Places on the tour require a $1000 deposit.  
 
The balance of $11,375 will be due by Monday 4th January, 2010.  
 
To make a booking 

Please complete the enclosed booking form and return it to Insights Tours with your deposit.  
 

 

Cancellations policy  

 

Cancellations prior to or on Monday 4th January, 2010 

Cancellation fee is the full amount of the deposit. That is, there is no refund. 
 
For cancellations after Monday 4th January, 2010  

Cancellations fee is 100% of the total tariff. That is, there is no refund.  
 
Insights Tours strongly recommends that you consider travel insurance in case you need to 
cancel. 
 

Insurance 

We strongly recommend considering travel insurance to cover medical expenses and 
cancellation penalties. Insights Tours can provide information about obtaining insurance. 
Insights Tours is an accredited agent of Aussie Travel Cover insurance. 
 



 

Express Trains 

We travel on the Shatabdi Express trains between Delhi and Chandigarh in air 
conditioned chair class with meals and refreshments served to your seat.  
 
Chartered Trains  

Details of the trains that Insights Tours has chartered are explained below. Indian 
Railways have undertaken to make every endeavour to provide the agreed carriages 
and locomotives. However there is always the chance that a substitution of one or 
more carriages may be required due to operational necessities. 
 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 

Insights Tours has chartered a B class steam locomotive and 3 carriages. The train 
will comprise of a heritage lounge car with 12 seats, the Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway unique dining car and a first class carriage. Breakfast and lunch on day 4 will 
be served in the dining car. 
 
Kalka Shimla Railway  

A 14 seat railmotor will be chartered to travel from Kalka to Shimla. There will be two 
rail motors in the event that there are a maximum of 16 guests. 
 
Nilgiri Hill Railway 

Insights Tours has arranged the charter of an X class steam locomotive and we have 
requested the charter of two special carriages known as the Special Coach and the 
Maharajah!s Coach. If these carriages are not available we will have 2 of the Nilgiri 
Railway carriages.  
 
  
Coach 
Insights Tours has chartered an airconditioned coach for all road travel and transfers.  
 

 

Accommodation 

All accommodation is of a 4 star standard. At Periyar, Kumarakom and Cochin the 
hotels are of a 5 star standard. Ground floor accommodation is available upon 
request. The cost of the tour is based on twin share ensuite accommodation. 
 
Limited single accommodation is available for an additional cost of $2995.   
 

 

Luggage 
Please limit your luggage to 1 suitcase and 1 piece of hand luggage per person. 
Porterage of luggage will be provided. 
Water 

Insights Tours provides complimentary bottled water on coaches.   
 
 

Indian Visa 

All Australian passport holders require an Indian visa. Insights Tours can assist you 
in the preparation and application for your visa. The visa fee and associated postage 
is not included in the tariff. 
 



 

Health 

Insights Tours emphatically recommends that you obtain travel insurance and that 
you consult a travel medicine practitoner prior to departure to ensure you have the 
best advice in regards to inoculations and vaccinations.  
 
 
Insights Tours  

Insights Tours is a boutique tour business operated by Paul and John Tuckerman. 
We arrange tours which utilise coaches, aeroplanes and trains and provide 
passengers with spacious and ample accommodation. Our philosophy is to provide a 
tour with a spectrum of interesting visits, inspections and conveyances. Each tour is 
uniquely arranged to encompass the most interesting sights of the regions visited. 
Insights Tours engages our own guides to ensure that our passengers have the best 
insight into the location being visited. 
 
Passenger numbers are limited to ensure a commodious travelling experience and to 
ensure that visits and guided tours are of maximum benefit. This tour is for a 
maximum of 16 passengers. 
 
Each of our tours is personally escorted ensuring you can relax in the confidence that 
all of the pesky administrative details and arrangements are being taken care of.  
   
There is always the chance that our itinerary could be delayed or curtailed in some 
way beyond our control. Except for prolonged or unexpected events, the tour will be 
conducted as closely as possible to the itinerary stated above. Every reasonable 
endeavour will be made to conduct the advertised itinerary however we reserve the 
right to alter the itinerary in the event of unforeseen circumstances. 
 
If you would like details or assistance with any bookings, please contact Paul 
Tuckerman 
 
 
Insights Tours 

Telephone: 02 42 672535    or    02 42 675530 
 
Facsimile: 02 42 675530 
 
Email: paul@insightstours.com.au 
       
Postal:     PO Box 180  

    Thirroul NSW  2515 
  

In person: 14 Allenby Parade Bulli (please make an appointment to ensure our office 
is attended when you visit)                  
 
 
 
 
 



BOOKING FORM 
 

         INDIAN INSIGHTS  

     6th March to 31st March, 2010 

 
Insights Tours Travel agents licence no. 2TA5859 
                      
14 Allenby Parade Bulli NSW 2516 
Telephone: 02 42 675530 or 02 42 672535 
Facsimile: 02 42 675530 
Post: PO Box 180, Thirroul NSW 2515 
Web: www.insightstours.com.au 
Email: paul@insightstours.com.au 
ABN 75 120 728 145      
 
Name/s (as on your passport): ..........................ÉÉ ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É. .... 
 
Address: ÉÉ É. .............................................................ÉÉÉ É É ÉÉ É É É  
 
 ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É. ............................................ÉÉ ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É É. . 
 
Telephone:..........................................Email...........................ÉÉÉ É É ÉÉ. . 
 
Any special requirements or requests:É É É É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É É.  
 
É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É. ........ÉÉÉ É ÉÉ É É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ  
 
Room type:  please circle your choice:       Twin Double  Single 
  
Passport details 

Passport number É É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ  
Date of birth  É É. ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É. . 
Nationality É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É É  
Date of issueÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É.  
Date of expiryÉ ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ.  
 
Deposit / full payment  

Cheque enclosed.     (please make cheques payable to Insights Tours) 
 
OR 
 
Electronic / bank transfer.     Our account details are: 
 
• Name of account: Insights Tours client travel account 
• BSB: 062 607 
• Account number: 1013 1313 

 
I acknowledge the terms and conditions of booking  
 
Signature/s: ...............................ÉÉÉ É É. ........É ÉÉ É É É ÉÉ É É É É.  

 

 


